
Intel Labs 1 

Politics of Expertise:  Who does what work of computer vision? 
 
Suzanne L. Thomas, PhD 
Intel Labs 
 
September 2016 
 



Intel Labs 2 

Anthropologist at Intel Labs 

Research: who does what computer vision work, how and why? 

Participants: 30+ computer vision professionals at 6 companies in North America 
§  What do they look at? 
§  What are they trained to see?  
§  What do they share with others?  

Suzanne	
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Who does what work of computer vision? 

“What	they	do	is	not	computer	
vision,	it	is	system	engineering”	

“We	don’t	hire	prima	donnas”	
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Start the conversation with their concerns about data… 

“Everyone	dreams	of	the	perfect	
ground	truth	data	set,	but	it’s	not	

possible”	

“We	can’t	possibly	test	our	robot	in	2	
million	homes,	so	we	use	common	

sense”	
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